I3o                  A WREATH OF CLOUD

further progress, though he thought a good deal about her
and would have cultivated her acquaintance, had it been
possible to do so without attracting attention. Unfor-
tunately she seemed as a rule to be under extremely close
surveillance and he was as yet wholly inexperienced in the
art of circumventing such precautions. But he had cer-
tainly taken a great fancy to her; and though no one could
replace Kumoi, a friendship with this girl might, he felt, do
something towards distracting him from his misery.

All four dancers were to be retained at the Palace; but
for the moment they had to retire from Court in order
to perform  the  ceremony  of  Purification.    Yoshikiyo's
daughter was taken ofi to Karasaki, Koremitsu's to Naniwa,
and soon the dancers had all left Court.   A post in the Lady
of the Bedchamber's office was vacant, and when the
Emperor suggested that Koremitsu's daughter might care
to take it Genji naturally accepted for her with alacrity.
This was bad news for Yugiri   Young and unimportant as
he was, he could not possibly try to restrain her from accept-
ing such a post; but it would be too bad if she never even
found out who it was that had made friends with her that
evening at the Nijo-in;  and though Kumoi still occupied
the chief place in his thoughts, there were times when this
subsidiary failure weighed heavily upon him.   The girl had
a brother who was a page at Court and had also often
waited upon Yugiri at Genji's palace.   ' When is your sister
going into residence at Court ? * he asked the page one day,
after making conversation with him for some time.   * I do
not know;   some time this year, I suppose,1 the boy
answered.   'She has an extraordinarily beautiful face/
said Yugiri.   ' I envy you for seeing her so constantly.   I
wish you would arrange for me to meet her again/   * How
can I ? * said the boy.   ' I am much younger than she.   We
have not been, brought up together, and I do not myself see